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Plan Participation

1)  Steering Committee
The 2020 Sandusky County Plan was
developed under the guidance of 22
The

Committee’s task is to guide the planning

community  officials. Steering
process through input from the community
and recommend solutions to the issues

presented.

2) Community Survey

The community survey was created in May
2019 and is meant to gather resident input
through a variety of related questions. The
responses the residents give provide us with
the first opportunity to understand the
community through the eyes of those who
live there. The priorities of the residents will
often overlap with those of the community
officials, but when they do not, we are
alerted as to what may be a point of
disagreement between the priorities of the
officials and the priorities of the residents.
This can be of great use during the planning
process and deciding what is best for the
community going forward. The following
infographic provides a detailed outline of the

results.

Sandusky County

Sandusky County Comprehensive Plan

Comprehensive Plan Survey

Gender Place of Employment
{} 50.0% 50.0% 56.5% In Sandusky County
Female Male 17.9% Outside Sandusky County
16.3% Retired
Age 6.5% Other

2.7% Unemployed

0.0% Under 24
39.4% 25-44
45.9% 45-64
14.8% 65+

Iama

3.3% Dbusiness owner
1.6% farmer
3.8% other

81.9% homeowner
9.3% renter

Rate your opinion on the following statements.

Select your choice, from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).

Quality of life improvements help to promote
economic development and attract / retain residents

Future development should be directed towards
developed areas with existing infrastructure

Communities in Sandusky County share
the same goals

413

Agriculture is vital to our economy and targeted 377
areas should be protected -

It is valuable to undertake actions that will make
our communities more attractive to family 3.03
members, enticing them to stay in Sandusky County

Highest priority items over the next five to ten years:

H Road Improvements

Workforce Development/

@]
I;E'I Trade Programs

Community Development
and Economic Development

EE

K-12 Schooling Quality
EQE
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What one word would
you use to describe
your community and/
or Sandusky County?

Which community do you

I b : . ;
S live in or most identify with?

How long have you . .
2 - acounty =
been a resident of years resident vyears

72 o Q, o,
Sandusky County? 6.6% 6.0% 4.9% 274% Fremont

1 l_‘ | 221% Gibsonburg
32.8% 24.6% 18.0% I» 1.6% 12.6% Clyde
:l: 31-49 50 years 21-30 5 é% ée;satr};an -~ 361IEYUE .
Rural years or more years 11-20 9.0% Ballville Township
pEss 3.2% Lindsey
®._.0 21% Green Springs
‘g%‘ I choose to live here because... 21% Helena
Friendly 2.7% Not sure 21% Riley Township

Housing costs 3.7% l/ o 2.1% Sandusky Township
® _\ — 1.1% Schools

)'\ Other 9.6% 2.1% Washington Township
L > 29.41% Family 1.6% Green Creek Township

Peaceful Location 11.2% 11% Woodville
11% Rice Township
Job 14.4% ; g
) 2 11% Woodville Township
43.8% o
) Small town charm 0.5% Elmore
Quiet

0.5% Other

What should be the most
important priority for Sandusky
County and/or your community?

58 n| Economic Development aog Protecting agriculture and
and Growth : g farmland preservation

H Improve the roads

d

Small town, ® _® People are friendly

What do you like most
H'Y A rural feeling @2%M and inviting

. : The county is quiet
about your community? X' b

Identify the biggest challenges
facing Sandusky County
and/or your community?

Developing workforce/

®
|£'l job availability

Drugs and
opioids

] " “ Road improvements
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3) Student Survey

The student survey was designed and
released to high school students
throughout the county in November 2019.
The goal of the student survey is similar to
the community survey in that we can
identify the priorities of the students and
what they hope the county will ook like in
the future. The priorities of the students
appear to be new retail opportunities and
restaurants, improved schools and school
programs,  additional youth/ teen
programs, drug intervention programs, and
road improvements. The following
infographic provides a detailed outline of

the results.

Sandusky County

Comprehensive Plan Survey

Student Survey Results

[ am in grade...

’k 32.0% 345%

Ninth Tenth

A 21.7% 11.8%
Eleventh Twelfth

What do you like most
about your community?

. Small community where

everyone knows each
other

2. Friendly
3. The people

How does Sandusky County
compare to other
communities visited?

4.8% [ Excellent

36.1% / Good

33.8% / Adequate

20.8% / Needs Improvement
4.5% / Poor

Sandusky County Comprehensive Plan

What school district do you attend?
Fremont City School
et I e 50
Lakota School
District - 13.48%
Bellevue City
School District . 10.54%

St, Joe's . 6.62%

Other | 0.61%

Clyde-Green Springs
School District 0.12%

Gibsonbhurg School
District 0.12%

55.8%

of students were
born in Sandusky
County.

71.2%

of students have at
least one parent from
Sandusky County.
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81.5%

of students plan on 65.4%
moving away from ;
the community

after high school. 57%

Enter military
service

Attend college

In twenty years,
Sandusky County will be:

39.8% / Better 18.3% / Worse 42.0% / Same

living in
Sandusky Unlikely 21.5%

County as an

Unsure 18.7%
adult at some -
point in life Likely

Very Likely l 4.5%

If you were in charge

; b Create more things
of the community, N ST Better
what one improvement A teenagers to do Roads
would you make?

What additional things
would you like to see more ﬁ Added retail/

Better
of in your community/ restaurants schools

Sandusky County?

(]
oo
m

Reasons for moving away:

15.2% | 9.5%

Job Other cpportunities
2.4% 1.8%

Attend trade Farming

school

Which community do you
live in or most identify with?

73.2%
10.2%
2.9%
2.8%
2.4%
2.1%
2.0%
1.0%
1.0%
0.8%
0.5%
0.4%
0.4%
0.3%
0.1%
0.1%

Fremont

Bellevue
Sandusky Township
Ballville Township
Scott Township
Helena

Burgoon

Lindsey

Jackson Township
Clyde

Gibsonburg
Woodville

Riley Township
Green Springs
Elmore

Rice Township
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4) Community Outreach Efforts

The authors of this plan have made numerous efforts to
engage the public and gather ideas and concerns from
residents who may not otherwise be part of the planning
process. This started with a presence at the Sandusky
County Fair, where information, surveys, and other
materials were displayed in the County Commissioners’
tent. Commission staff or the planning consultants were
on site most days, and the Commissioners also assisted.

The SCRPC also maintained a tent at the Clyde Country
Fair, and attended two Fremont Farmers’ markets. These
events were very successful and they allowed for
interaction with many people who would otherwise not
be aware of this process. It is the intention of the SCRPC
to continue attending some of these events in the future,
after this plan is completed.

5) Past Comprehensive Planning Efforts
A review of the 2013 Comprehensive Plan indicated many
carryover Plan Goals and Objectives that include:

Infrastructure

< Adequacy of infrastructure in areas targeted for
growth/development

< Safe, efficient transportation system, efficiently
connecting major traffic generators

< Support and capacity for advancement in new
telecommunications technologies

Land Use / Design/Neighborhoods/Resiliency

< Success in preserving prime farmland

< ldentification of areas targeted for infill, reuse, and
rehabilitation; and barriers to those areas’
development

< Enhancing homeownership

< Demand-responsive housing stock: ranging from
affordable entry-level to executive housing

< Enhanced capability for elderly to successfully “age
in place”

< Enhanced “curb appeal” within communities and
neighborhoods, including property maintenance
incentives and enforcement

< Best use of land use planning tools to achieve
desired outcomes

< Countywide protocol for safety, resilience, disaster
prevention/mitigation

Economic /[ Downtown | Workforce Development

< Downtown preservation and enticement of highest
and best uses of downtown resources

< Activities that capture outside dollars: regional

retail, tourism, manufacturing

< Accommodating innovation and small

business/entrepreneurship
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Sandusky County Comprehensive Plan

Quality of Life

< Seamless provision of health care throughout the
county

< Seamless delivery of K-12 education; alignment with
present/future employer needs

o Coordinated effort to «create an attractive,
exceptional quality of life for all that includes:
Bicycle/walking trails, greenway parks,

incorporating natural features (Sandusky River),

healthy communities, aligning with institutional
planning with Terra Community College, county
parks, health care systems, schools, United Way,

Great Lakes Community Action Partnership

(GLCAP), Chamber, CVB, and Sandusky County

Economic Development Corporation (SCEDC).

Intergovernmental Relationships

< Continued and enhanced coordination between
entities

< Opportunity  for  collaboration between

communities
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